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Camp on point pleasant, Oct', 1774. 

1 Capt., 1 Ens', 3 Serg'nts & 50 rank & file to Mount guard 
Immediately, all the pack horsemen to have all the Horses driven 
up & confined & report the numbers every evening to Capt. 
Geo. Mathews. 



Here the journal ends and I have not been able to learn why 
it was not continued. It may be that Mr. Newell returned about 
that time from Point Pleasant, as early in the year 1775 he went 
on a journey to Kentucky, as early as the 27th July, 1775, from 
this fact I infer he returned to his residence soon after the date 
of the last order. If the foregoing facts can be of any service to 
you in preparing the work you proposed, I can vouch for the 
truth & accuracy of the Statements. Mr. Newell was a man of 
much good sense, sterling worth and great integrity of Charac- 
ter. He was also methodical and accurate and therefore would 
be apt to be a reliable witness. In hopes you may derive some 
benefit from the preceding pages, I have the honor to be, re- 
spectfully, Your obedient servant, 

Ben. Rush Floyd. 



LAYING THE CORNER STONE OF QUESNAY'S 
ACADEMY* 



(From The Virginia Gazette or The American Advertiser, Richmond, 

June 28, 1786.) 



Last Sunday being the Festival of St John the Baptist, the 
Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons 

* For Quesnay's proposed academy of arts and sciences, see a paper 
entitled "Richmond's First Academy," by R. H. Gaines, in Virginia 
Historical Collection, XI, 165-175. 
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met at their new Hall, at 8 A. M., were properly clothed, and 
walked from thence in procession to Shockoe Hill, under a sa- 
lute of cannon, for the purpose of laying the Foundation Stone 
of Quesnay's Academy, being met by the Trustees of this un- 
dertaking; after the usual ceremony of consecration with corn, 
wine and oil, the second Stone was laid in the East, by the 
Worshipful John Groves, Master of Lodge No. 13, and a Silver 
Plate deposited underneath, with the following inscription 
thereon: 

The Corner Stone of an Academy 

In the City of Richmond, 

A. M. Quesnay, President, 

Laid by the 

Master, Wardens and Brethren 

of Lodge No. XIII, 

On the feast of St. John the Baptist, 

A. D. 1786. A. L. 5786. 

John Groves, M. 

James Mercer, G. M., Edmund Randolph, D. G. M., 

of Virginia. 

A numerous assemblage of ladies and gentlemen were present, 
who testified their applause on the occasion, the whole being 
conducted with regularity. Mr. Quesnay to express his grati- 
tude for the honour done him, gave the Masons a French salute 
of 5 guns, on their quitting the ground. 

Returned in the same Masonic order to the Lodge, and after 
a time spent therein, proceeded to Church, accompanied by the 
Right Worshipful the Deputy Grand, with many Visiting 
Brethren. An excellent discourse suitable to the occasion, was 
delivered by the Rev. John Buchanan, chaplain, and an Anthem 
sung by Mr. Moody and others. After divine service, returned 
to the Hall in the same order, where the necessary business of 
the Lodge was gone through, and was closed with the usual 
solemnity and harmony, the Brethren retired in friendship, the 
distinguishing characteristic of this ancient institution. 

This laudable undertaking in establishing a Seminary, founded 
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on the plan of enlarging the education of our youth in the 
polite personal accomplishments so requisite to all who think 
polished manners worth the attention of public cultivation. — At 
the same time redounds to the honour of the Donors, by whose 
liberality and beneficence this building will be reared. 

The following, literally translated from the Latin, is the Inscrip- 
tion on the Plate laid under the first stone of the Academy by 
the Trustees: 



" On this day, the 24th of June, 1786, 

The Tenth of the Independence, 

P. Henry, Governor, 

Was laid by the Trustees, the first Stone of 

Quesnay's Academy; 

Which promises by its extensive utility, 

To .do honor to the Projector's ingenuity, 

As well as to those who had the good sense 

and generosity 

To patronize his scheme. 

J. Harvie, Mayor." 

In commemoration of St. John, the day was celebrated by 
the Brethren of Manchester, at their new Lodge Room, where, 
after the necessary business was over, an elegant dinner was 
prepared for the Lodge and Visiting Brethren; members of dif- 
ferent Lodges attended, who were received with brotherly affec- 
tion, and every mark of distinction and good fellowship. Some 
original Songs and Toasts were given and the day closed in 
friendship and mirth. The philanthropy, harmony and regularity 
of this new Lodge, is an additional jewel to the institution, and 
a happy presage of the flourishing state of Masonry in this 
quarter of the globe, through the generous and liberal encour- 
agement which it receives from, and under this free constitution, 
patronized by the most respectable and worthy characters. 



